Auburn Municipal Civil Service

Minutes -  Meeting December 1, 2011 11am

Roll Call – 

Roll call by Secretary Bill Fulton; present were Commissioner John Brennan, Commissioner John Camardo and Commissioner Jack Hardy. Also present were Fire Chief, Jeff Dygert and Fire Lieutenant, April Amodei and Corporate Counsel John Rossi.

Approve minutes of meeting held on November 3, 2011.  Commissioner Camardo motioned to approve minutes.  2nd by Commissioner Hardy. Motion Carried 3-0

Old Business
NYS license requirements/response from NYS to adding to Laborer positions:
Secretary Fulton reviewed what the NYS Civil service sent us. Stating that if you wanted to put any qualifications on a Labor class position then you would have to change your rules and put those positions in the non-competitive class.  Discussion was had with John Rossi if the City can make it a requirement like they do for residency and drug testing; which is not on the job spec.  John will look into and get with Bill to see how it can be done.

Chief Dygert requesting the attached changes to the Firefighter Agility examination:
Chief Dygert presented the changes that he would like to the Agility portion of the exam. The two main components is that the participants will wear a 50 lb weight vest and add the “stair mill” which is what they do at the CPAT exam at the end of the academy but with a 75lbs vest. Discussion was had about if they fail this would they be allowed another chance. Currently they are allowed to fail up to three components and go back at the end of the exam to retake. Chief Dygert believes if they fail this part they will not be able to move on as it is physically demanding. Lieutenant Amodei stressed that this will take a lot out of them and people will not be able to proceed. If we are going to give them a 2nd chance they should rest and try this one again. Then allow them to proceed with the rest of the exam.  Commis. Camardo recommended getting with Ed Wagnar prior so he understands the new procedure. Lieutenant Amodei’s and Chief Dygert’s goal is to get a video on our websites so the recruits can view. We will still have the open house the day before but if people wanted to practice the “stair mill’ we could set up at the fire house and they do that prior. Considering the physical toll that takes on you Chief Dygert and Lieutenant Amodei do not recommend them doing that the day before. The commission would like to see the packets with the requirements given to all applicants when they apply for the exam that way they know what to expect. Secretary Fulton questioned the difficulty of the stair mill and Chief Dygert explained that it is a simulation the duties the firefighters do with their equipment on. Anyone in reasonable shape can do it if you are not in shape you cannot. More discussion was had in regards to procedures if they fail. Need to have clarified the time limit all prior to exam announcement. Commis Brennan asked the commission if they are in agreement with the proposed changes. He stated the commission is for the changes and would 
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like to see everything finalized by next month.  Bill questioned the possibility of dropping station #7 as it is the stairwell one and they will be doing that with the 50lbs vest plus the stair mill. Lieutenant Amodei and Chief Dygert agreed that this is closer to the academy’s expectations and should be removed along with station #5. Anna to work with Chief Dygert and Lieutenant Amodei to fine tune the details and will be ready by next month. All requirements to go on the exam announcement for the March exam. Lieutenant Amodei suggested that we also hand out the National Standards of Fire Safety to all applicants. 

New Business

· Certify Eligible list #66-930, Weigh Scale Operator

Motion to certify list by Commis Camardo for min of one year, maximum of four. 2nd by Commis. Hardy Motion Carried 3-0.

· Employee changes 

No discussion had

· Upcoming schedule

January meeting date changed to the 12th as Commis Brennan will be out of town and we are not sure who is replacing Commis Camardo yet.

Commissioner Camardo expressed his gratitude to the Commission.  He is leaving after 16 years to serve as a City Councilman and looks forward to continue working with everyone.
 Commis. Camardo motioned to adjourn meeting. 2nd by Commis. Hardy Motion carried 3-0.
____________________
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